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The theme for Black History Month 2021 is The Black Family: Representation, Identity, and Diversity.
See below for the Association for the Study of African American Life and History's take on this year's theme and the
family as a cornerstone of Black history.
"The black family has been a topic of study in many disciplines—history, literature, the visual arts and film studies,
sociology, anthropology, and social policy. Its representation, identity, and diversity have been reverenced, stereotyped,
and vilified from the days of slavery to our own time. The black family knows no single location, since family reunions and
genetic-ancestry searches testify to the spread of family members across states, nations, and continents. Not only are
individual black families diasporic, but Africa and the diaspora itself have been long portrayed as the black family at large.
While the role of the black family has been described by some as a microcosm of the entire race, its complexity as the
“foundation” of African American life and history can be seen in numerous debates over how to represent its meaning and
typicality from a historical perspective—as slave or free, as patriarchal or matriarchal/matrifocal, as single-headed or dual-
headed household, as extended or nuclear, as fictive kin or blood lineage, as legal or common law, and as black or
interracial, etc. Variation appears, as well, in discussions on the nature and impact of parenting, childhood, marriage,
gender norms, sexuality, and incarceration. The family offers a rich tapestry of images for exploring the African American
past and present."
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Lessons in radical self love & unapologetic existence for women: black, Trans, femme and beyond. A path to owning your
identity, purpose and presence.
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Special shoutout to our friends at UMaine Campus Recreation for featuring Black History Month on their website! They
have introduced a Triathlon for Social Change event to support their Recreation and Sports Diversity and Inclusion
Scholarship Fund. They have also created a BHM hub on their website featuring recreation-specific resources and
information to celebrate the achievements of Black folks in sport and recreation, and to draw attention to the various ways
in which Black youth and adults are impacted by racism within the campus/outdoor recreation communities. Thank you
Campus Rec for your continued work to provide an equitable and inclusive space and programs for the UMaine community!
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Bree Newsome discusses the impact that everyday citizens like Lynda Blackmon Lowrey had on the civil rights movement
in honor of Black History Month.
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American abolitionist and political activist, Harriet Tubman was born into slavery, escaped and rescued thousands of
slaves, using the network of antislavery activists and safe houses known as the Underground Railroad.
The Asian Student Association is seeking new members! Our current meeting time is every other week Fridays at
6pm-7pm and we meet via Zoom. Check out some of the fun things we've been doing and reach out to our leaders Kelly
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You, your colleagues and student-athletes are invited to join us for Episode 8
of our “Spread Respect Conversations” Thursday, February 18th at 12pm
ET. This episode will feature Albany Assistant Vice President for Health and
Well-Being and Licensed Psychologist Dr. Joyce Dewitt-Parker, Stony Brook
Women's Soccer student-athlete Hannah Gellar, and UMBC Men's Lacrosse
student-athlete Tony Diallo as they discuss issues of mental health and their
impact on the black experience.
America East's “Spread Respect Conversations” brings together people from
around the league to discuss issues of racial injustice and equality. This eight
episode is available to America East student-athletes, coaches and
administrators.
Registration is required, please do so by clicking this LINK. We hope you will
join us for this critically important educational opportunity.
Jacqui Rossi explores the life of Mary McLeod Bethune and her devotion to the education and advancement of African
Americans.
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